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Modern public transport can be a positive benafieiducing
COzemissions from motor vehicles that would otherwise
adversely affect the natural environment.
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Tweed Rail Society Inc Newsletter Jan — Mar 2009

Presidents Report.

Dear Members,

| hope everyone had a safe and happy Christmasnasyite of the global financial situation |
trust that 2009 will be a most prosperous one ¢ar gnd your families.

2009 does look like yet another challenging yeaaah However, there is some glimmer of hope
to move forward. We are now roughly half way betweéection cycles, so it is hoped that new
strategies can be implemented into the lead upehext round of state and federal elections in
order to get rail services moving again in the Rem Rivers. Anyone interested in putting

forward ideas/strategies can email mensgedrail@hotmail.com

A recap of the current situation is as follows. &4 there is a political breakthrough, either state
wise or federally, don’t expect the complete lineréopen in the near future. As far as the 620
rail cars go, there are still 3 sets undelivereth®successful tenderer. If the tenderer does not
take delivery soon a meeting of all other tendevalisbe called to decide their fate. The trikes
granted to us are still in storage at Casino depestoration on the pay bus has been suspended
temporarily while | have relocated to Ballina aftlithe summer is over. It is anticipated work
will recommence around April. In the interim | halleen working periodically in Ballina and
reorganising everything including Tweed Rail fileanticipate this will take another few months
to complete.

So what is hoped to be achieved in 2009.

1. Consolidation of my move to the Northern Riverslwasist in moving the Society’s
agenda forward overall.

2. Byron Council has announced plans to introduceam t(Northern Star Dec 23) to the
town in order to alleviate traffic problems in ttevn and to attract tourism to the area.
The Society has already written to Byron Coundénhg our assistance in the matter. (|
put forward this proposal approx 2 years ago earmsport forum in Bangalow)




3. Continue to lobby both state and federal politisimm rail and transport issues for the
region. The Federal Government has completely edhitie Murwillumbah line from its
Infrastructure Australia programme! This will nai gnnoticed in the weeks to come.

4. The commencement of work crews to assist with Atamation of the pay bus and B.
commence vegetation clearing along the rail corrdtioing the cooler months.

5. Continue to seek at least 1 x 620 rail car settlier Society to restore to operational
condition.

Although there is much to do, there are a numbevayfs achievements can be gained. However,
it must be remembered that it cannot simply be ugftto 1 or 2 people to do everything. All
members are welcomed and needed to contribute,iEitameans just signing up someone else
as a member. Anyone who can assist with designimgnaweb page will be very welcomed. We
need to make it interesting for anyone wantingerh more or to become a member.

It appears there are 2 pay busses being restor@desént. RailCorp are in the process of
restoring pay bus 1 (FP1) at Eveleigh Workshopss Thus’ was built in 1937 and was the
predecessor to ours by approximately 25 years. drtiele is reproduced for your interest.
Thanks to RailCorp for this article. Certainly iirgpional for us!







Secretary’s Report February 2009 .

Welcome to 2009! Things may appear grim on the davdimhancial front but the Federal
Government has decided to pour billions of doliate Australia’s infrastructure. As a result of
this 1 am formulating a proposal to obtain sometlaé finance for the Murwillumbah rail
corridor, and your assistance and ideas would la¢efyily appreciated. This is the most
opportune occasion for financial input for thiselim years as the region and line meet all the
criteria for this funding. But, the proposal must be on placing blame at any political party, but
instead be on an economical basis.

The line has been out of service now sinc8 May 2004 with NO work done on it except the
clearing of some vegetation at certain locatiorige floundation of the entire corridor would now
have to be re-conditioned not to mention the maiygles, vegetation, track profile, transoms,
and sleepers.

This kind of vegetation growth decays the foundatad structure of the line.

This now brings me to a couple of points which vénaesearched over the past few months, and
regards to minimizing maintenance costs. The mamareas which | have been looking into are
rails and bogies.




There is a strong correlation between increasieghdrdness of rails and reducing wear while
increasing the resistance to rolling contact faigtdigh-strength rail steel has proved to
contribute to significantly prolonging service lit;nd at the same time reducing maintenance
costs. Depending on the rail hardness, improverfaaors in wear and rolling contact fatigue
resistance of 3 to 8 can be achieved comparedthétstandard carbon grade rails.

Regarding maintenance and rail grinding, specificestigations showed that head-hardened
steels require significantly less maintenance adutheir better wear and rolling contact fatigue
resistance. Currently more investigations are betagied out in Germany and Austria.
Following are some of the test results comparirgdifferent rail hardness’s.




Maximising payload is essential for successful fadight operations, the opportunities to
increase the capacity of wagons are constrainelddnling gauge and axleloads. Rising traffic
and escalating energy costs are increasing theymesn rail freight operators to maximise the
return on each trainload they operate, so any aserdn the capacity of freight wagons is

welcomed.

A French company, Arbel Fauvet Rail, unveiled amowative new bogie to world rail operators
keen to increase wagon payloads.




This new bogie weighs 650kg less that other stahbagies allowing an increase of 1.3 tonnes
in payload. The AFR22 bogie has a new type of brake installed which lasts 10-20 times
longer than other conventual brake pads.

This concludes my first report for 2009 and | helpat this year will achieve substantial results
for the TRS and the Murwillumbah rail corridor. Rember your ideas and thoughts count and |
look forward to all members assistance as we haveotk as a team.

End Report.




